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Close Roll 5627 

(13 George II Part 5) 

mem. 33 No. 14. 

Will of Frances Brent of St. George the Martyr, near Redlyon 
Fields, Co. Middlesex, spinster, dated 20th October 1738. 

I will that my executor shall fulfil all such things as my dear sister 
Margaret Brent, by her last will or otherwise recommended to me which 
I have not already done. I give to my sister Elizabeth Conquest 100/1. 
& my silver coffee pot. 

To my friend Challenor of the said parish gent. 200/1. To my cousin 
Bartlett Mitchell, jeweler, io/», and I freely forgive him 50//. To his 
daughter Mary Mitchell $li. To my cousin Thomas Mitchell's son 20/1, 
to bind him apprentice, if his uncle Bartlett Mitchell has him to educate, 
else nothing. To my cousin Mary Green who lives at or near Kilkeny 
in Ireland, 5/* a year for life. To John Maire, of Grays Gray's Inn 
Esqr., and my cousin Richard Canning Esqr.; father to my goddaughter 
Mary Canning 500/j in trust for my said goddaughter. To Mrs. Mary 
Moore of the said parish of St. George 100/t. To the said John Maire, 
& my exor. John Yate Esqr. , father to my godson John Yate 500/1 in 
trust for my said godchild. To my servant Mary Hanne 100/t. To my 
old servant Margaret Burnett 8/t" a year for life. To my landlady Mrs. 
Elizabeth Brown 40/j. To Ann Waters, formerly our servant 20/j. I 
forgive my cousin, Ann Fletwood, all that she owes me & desire that 
all notes I have of hers of her sister Mary Fletwood may be delivered 
up to her. 

(to be continued.) 



THE MALLORY FAMILY. 
(continued. ) 

Extract from Memoir of Commodore Samuel Barron, U. S. Navy, 
relative to Captain Edward Mallory, published in the Virginia His- 
torical Register for the year 1850, Vol. Ill, p. 198. 

» * » * * 

Sometime in the summer of 1781 Lord Cornwallis evacuated the town 
of Portsmouth, which he had occupied for some time, and took a posi- 
tion of observation and annoyance in Hampton Roads. During his stay 
there he ravaged all the country round about for provisions for his army 
which was then on board some vessels of war and many transports, in a 
fleet. 

On one of these occasions a Captain Brown, a marine officer, with 
about 40 men under him proceeded up the river, along its banks to 
Warwick County on a foraging and plundering expedition, when the 
lookout militia discovered the party very early in the morning and gave 
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us an alarm. Immediately a very dashing officer on our side, Captain 
Edward Mallory, assembled a company of mounted volunteers and 
went off with all speed in pursuit of the enemy. Of this party our 
young naval officer was one, and the greatest part of it were the young 
gentlemen of the town and country round about. 

The volunteers found the enemy about seven miles above Newport 
News Point just coming out from the farm of a Mr. Thomas, on the 
bank of James River to the Main Road half a mile off when Captain 
Brown, the marine officer, on perceiving the American party imme- 
diately filed to an open field on his right or lower down the river and 
then displayed his front to receive his gallant opponents as they came 
on, at the same time keeping the carts loaded with plunder on the river 
side of his men in order to protect them. Captain Mallory seeing this 
movement ordered about one half of his troops who had the best guns 
to dismount and the rest who had the best horses, armed with swords 
and pistols, to remain on horseback; thus forming them into two squads. 
In this order the attack was made by the Americans, the cavalry charg- 
ing the British in front, and the foot fireing on the British flank who be- 
gan to move down the river towards the Point. 

At the same time apprehending that the American party, which did 
not then exceed thirty men, might be reinforced, they quickened their 
march and gained the main road, receiving the fire of the Americans 
from either side of the road as the ground induced the latter to occupy 
it. and thus the action continued until both parties reached a large field 
near the station where the British had left their boats. Here the gal- 
lant Captain Brown received a ball and was found too badly wounded 
to be moved. He therefore ordered his men to take him to the rear 
and keep up their fire on the foe, but as the Americans took best aim, 
the British lost more men and Captain Brown perceiving this directed 
his Lieutenant to leave him with the rest of the wounded to the mercy 
of the enemy and make a push for the boats. Our volunteers pursued 
the British to the water's edge, but the steady discipline of the latter 
enabled them to get off and the former returned to attend to the wants 
of their prisoners and to unload the carts, which they had captured, of 
their plunder (among which some of the party recognized sundry 
articles of their property) and which was soon restored to its proper 
owners. 

During the closing scene of this action on the field at Newport News, 
young Barron distinguished himself in a remarkable and gallant style. 
He rode up directly in front of the British line and discharged both his 
pistols, one after the other, in their faces, receiving their whole fire at 
once but providentially without hurt. His fine horse, however, was 
wounded In one of his legs which made him rear and plunge at such a 
rate, that had the enemy been quick in reloading their pieces our bold 
youth must have lost his life ; but as it was he got off without a wound. 
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Several of the Americans were badly hurt and a very fine young man by 
the name of John Smith was killed. The English took off all their killed 
and wounded except Captain B. so that the amount of their loss was never 
ascertained ; though it was no doubt greater than that on our side. I 
may add here that Captain B. was taken to Hampton and lodged in the 
house of Dr. Brodie, where he received all the care and attention from 
the doctor's family and the town's people that his case required, and 
which he acknowledged with grateful thanks. A flag of truce also 
came from the fleet with articles of comfort and refreshment for him, 
and a request for permission to take him off which was readily granted ; 
but he was never in a condition to be moved, and after lingering two 
months he died. 

***** 

(Signed) J. B. 

From the Virginia Historical Register, Volume IV, 1851, Page 24. 

COLONEL MALLORV. 

Hampton, Nov. 19, 1850. 
Dear Sir : 

According to promise, I send you a brief notice of Colonel Francis 
Mallory of this county, whose gallant bearing and noble death in our 
Revolutionary war are still freshly remembered in this part of the 
country, though they have not yet found their way into any history of 
our State. 

Of the family of Colonel Mallory it is unnecessary to speak, as the 
subject could interest but few of your readers. His ancestors emigrated 
from England at an early period and settled in this county. A rather 
free indulgence in politics in the old country (a passion not wanting, I 
believe, in some of their descendants in the new) led to this change of 
residence. Nothing is known of them except as "Justices," "Vestry 
Men." etc., until the breaking out of the Revolutionary war, when we 
find Francis Mallory and his brother Edward serving as officers in the 
regiment raised for the defense of the county. 

Elizabeth City, from its exposed situation, suffered much from the 
attacks of the enemy, some of whose ships were almost always lying in 
Hampton Roads and the other estuaries of the Chesapeake. The county, 
you know, forms a narrow neck of land jutting into the bay, and is 
besides indented by several navigable streams of easy access to an 
enemy commanding the water. The lands being for the most part rich 
and the people wealthy, a strong temptation was thus held out, and 
scarcely a week passed without a visit from some hostile party. The 
farms were plundered of slaves, cattle, and produce, and the good 
people kept in such a state of alarm that many families removed to the 
upper country. 

In these skirmishes Colonel Mallory bore an active part, for the troops 
chiefly relied on for defense were the militia of the adjacent country. 
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To defend their own homesteads from the marauders, was their first 
duty, and while their performances were not on a scale sufficient to 
attract much notice abroad, the service exacted was not the less danger- 
ous or difficult. 

Near the close of the war Colonel Mallory was taken prisoner and 
closely confined for several weeks on board a British ship lying in 
Hampton Roads. He was threatened with a trip to England for trial, 
and harshly treated. His brother, Captain Edward Mallory, of whom 
mention is made in the memoir of Comm. Samuel Barron, which 
appeared in the last number of the Historical Register, was untiring in 
his efforts to procure Colonel Mallory's release, and it was not until the 
capture of Captain Brown, as detailed in the Register, that the Colonel 
was set at liberty. The flag of truce which came from the fleet with 
surgeons to attend Brown effected an exchange of the two officers, but 
Brown's situation did not admit of removal, and after lingering about 
two months he died. On his death bed Brown gave to Captain Edward 
Mallory a sword, which is, I believe, now in possession of his grandson. 

When leaving the ship Colonel Mallory was advised by the Admiral 
to keep quiet, for if found again in arms and in their power, his life 
would pay the forfeit. This threat, however, Colonel Mallory did not 
regard, and an opportunity offering in a few days, he was once more 
at his old work with his zeal somewhat quickened by his harsh impris- 
onment. News came to the county that a large body of English troops 
under the command of Colonel Dundas had landed in the lower part 
of York County, and were making their way down with the plunder 
taken from the neighboring farms. Colonel Mallory's knowledge of 
certain movements among the shipping, while a prisoner, enabled him 
to divine their object and to judge of the route they would take to 
regain the fleet. His plans were at once formed, and placing himself 
at the head of a company of militia quartered in the neighborhood, he 
marched out to intercept the enemy. A bridge, known at that day as 
"Tompkin's," connects the counties of York and Elizabeth City; on 
both sides of the road leading to which is a dense forest. The plan was 
to destroy this bridge and post his men in the wood to await the com- 
ing of Dundas and his forces which were known greatly to outnumber 
the Americans. In the meanwhile two mounted men were sent ahead 
to reconnoitre and bring back information of their proceedings, but 
coming suddenly up with the advance guards of the British, the Ameri- 
cans were so hotly pursued that they dashed into the woods and 
escaped, leaving their friends in total ignorance of the near approach 
of Dundas. At the turn of the road, some half a mile from the bridge, 
our troops found themselves confronted by the enemy, and nothing 
remained but to retreat or fight. The road here ran through an old 
field, and in this position forty militia encountered between three and 
four hundred disciplined soldiers. From the disparity of the forces 
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engaged, the British expected a feeble resistance, but in this they were 
disappointed. The Americans bravely maintained the unequal conflict, 
and resolutely stood their ground. Captain Stewart and Lieutenant 
Salisbury were killed, and two other British officers severely wounded. 
Six privates of our party were killed. The enemy became much 
exasperated and made a desperate charge. It was exident that our 
men must be defeated, and our little band began to waver. At this 
juncture a cavalier of the old stamp, Mr. Jacob Wray, who had been out 
hunting and had been drawn to the spot by the firing, rode up to Colonel 
Mallory and begged him to mount behind him and save his life. This 
Colonel Mallory refused. At this moment the British Dragoons charged 
— when Wray put spurs to his steed, which was fleet of foot, and by 
leaping a fence and double ditch, succeeded in effecting his escape. 
Colonel Mallory with a few men still kept up the fight, and no sooner 
was he recognized by the enemy, than the order was given to shoot him 
down. This was promptly executed, and he fell covered with wounds. 
Not satisfied with this, his body was horribly mangled by the hoofs of 
the horses and the swords and bayonets of their savage riders. His 
widow could scarcely recognize his person, and his buff vest, long 
preserved in the family, was marked with eleven bayonet holes. 

Colonel Mallory was about forty years old when killed, was tall and 
well made, and altogether remarkably handsome. He was three times 
married, twice before he was twenty-one, and once just after. His last 
wife was Mary King, sister of Miles King, Sr., of Hampton, afterwards 
of Norfolk. He left one son and three daughters. Colonel Mallory 
and his wife's nephew, Henry King, who also fell by his side, were 
buried in the same grave, about a mile from the scene of action, near 
the mansion of the late George Wythe. 

F. M. 
Clinton-Cornwallis Controversy 

growing out of The Campaign in Virginia 1781 — 2 volumes— (with biog- 
raphical notices in a copious index.) 

By Benjamin Franklin Stevens of Vermont, temporarily residing in 
London, England. 

London 1888. 
Vol. 1 pages 339-340. 
Extracts of a letter from Brigadier General Arnold to Sir Henry 
Clinton, dated Portsmouth March 8th 1781. 

"On the 6th I received information that my Lord Cornwallis had not 
penetrated further than the Dan or Roanoke Rivers, and that in conse- 
quence of the Misinformation (sent to the Rebel Army by Express as 
mentioned in my last) being contradicted, their Detachment had returned 
to their Army at Suffolk as well as Mr. Gregory to the Northwest 
Bridge. Their Force at the former Place 3000 Men, at the latter 500. 
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On this Change of Affairs, The troops under the orders of Colonel 
Dundas, who were designed up the James River, were countermanded: 
but as they were on board Ship, and a favorable opportunity offering to 
attack the Enemy's Post at the halfway House between Hampton and 
York, twelve Miles from the former, Lieut. Col. Dundas being joined 
by Thirty dismounted dragoons of the Queen's Rangers, proceeded in 
Boats on the Night of the 7th to the back River, thirty Miles from his 
Ships on the Chesapeak Bay, where he lauded at 4 O'clock about 200 
Men, Two Boats with a part of his Detachment having parted with him 
in a thick Fog and. heavy Squall of Wind and Rain. He marched three 
Miles to the Enemies Post, which he found had been evacuated three 
Nights before. He however destroyed a small Magazine of about One 
hundred Stands of Arms, some Provision and Ammunition, and on his 
way to New-Port-News fell in with a Party of Forty of the Enemy; a 
Skirmish ensued, in which, fourteen of the Enemy were left dead on 
the Field and Seventeen made Prisoners. Among the former was a 
Colonel Mallory, and a Colonel Curl among the latter. 

Lieut. Stewart of the 80th Regiment was killed in the action. Lieut. 
Salisbury of the Romulus and two Privates slightly wounded. Lieut 
Col. Dundas had his horse shot under him, and upon this, as well as 
every other occasion, has behaved with great Bravery. 

* ****** + •* 

I have the honour to be 

(Signed) B. Arnold." 
Extract from Index. 

Mallery, see Mallory. 

Mallory, Col. (His son Charles K. was afterwards lieut-gov. of Vir 
ginia and collector of Norfolk.) Killed in a skirmish near New-Port- 
News, i, 340. 

(to be continued.) 



THE BROOKE FAMILY OF VIRGINIA. 

(By Prof. St. George Tucker Brooke, Morgantown, W. Va. 

(continued.) 

III. George Brooke of Mantapike, King and Queen Co., Va., was 
b. before 28 Sept., 1728, and died in Richmond, Va., 7 April, 1782. See 
his will this Mag. July & Oct., 1903. See his public service this Mag., 
Jan., 1904, p. 338. "Last Sunday morning (.7 April 1782) died in this 
town of an apoplectic fit George Brooke, Esquiie, late Treasurer of this 
Commonwealth, in which ottice he had acted upwards of two years. 
As a man he was in every respect truly valuable. In private life he was 
amiable. In public employment he acquired the confidence and 



